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Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
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445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554
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NEW YORK, NY 10022

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

Re: Ex Parte Presentation: RM-9108: Billing and Collection Services Provided by
Local Exchange Carriers for Non-Subscribed Interexchange Services

Dear Ms. Salas:

On Thursday, January 7, 1998, Federal TransTel (FTT), represented by Patrick Herold
and K.aryl A. Sparks, met with Darius Withers and Anita Cheng of the Common Carrier Bureau
Enforcement Division. Mr. Herold and Ms. Sparks were accompanied by their counsel, Gary
Slaiman and Kristine DeBry of Swidler Berlin ShereffFriedman, LLP.

FTT described that competitive telecommunications providers are in jeopardy of losing
their ability to bill for their services on the local exchange carrier ("LEC") bill. Further, FTT
argued that as LECs increasingly offer their own services (for example, voice mail, paging,
Internet, interexchange) in competition with parties for whom they bill, the LECs will have an
increased incentive to deny billing to third parties while promoting their own services. Recent
efforts to reduce cramming have had the unintended consequence ofencouraging the LECs to
restrict billing for competitive services, even those that have not caused cramming problems.
FTT argued that the Commission should adopt a rule requiring that a LEC could not discriminate
against a competitive provider in billing and collections, while billing its own similar product on
the local bill. This requirement should apply to non-subscribed services as suggested by the Mel
petition, but also to any other service or product offered by the LEe in competition with other
providers.

A copy ofa Census Bureau statistical table was distributed. It is enclosed. Also, a copy
of the Coalition to Ensure Responsible Billing's comments in CC Docket 98-170 (11/13/98) was
presented to Darius Withers.
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Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission's Rules, one original and one copy of this
letter are being filed with your office.. Ifyou have any questions regarding this filing, please feel
free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Kristine DeBry, Esq.

Enclosure

cc: Mr. Darius Withers
Ms. Anita Cheng
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